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DIALOGUE 


Betwixe a Birgels of Ed bugs and. & 
| Gentleman- lately arrived in Scotland, 
concerning the Union and Behaviour * 
the Presby terian * in 4 great. 
Afar, r ' 


Burgeſs 8 
7 Elcome dear Sr = Storlan, wh have" you 
- been theſe many Years by 'paſt, and when 
did you return Home? 

„ You know I went away to Darien5 

After we were forced to leave that Colony, becauſe 

William emitted Proclamations. diſcharging his 
- Engliſh Subjects to furniſh us with Firing, Bread, 
Water or any other Cenveniency of Life. I came 
to one of the Engliſh: Plantations, where I have 
lived ſomerimes: well enough,” and ſometimes. 
meanly enough'; at laſt I reſolved to viſit” my 
Native Country, and finding a Ship. bound 
| for Newca#le, "artived there. laſt Week, and 
in a Boar, which was returning from thence, I 
came about Three Hours agoe — Leit b. But pray 
let me aſk you one Queſtion, I ſee a great Altera- 
tion in this City of Edinburgh, and a ſtrange pe- 
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what's become of the Nobility and Gentry ? 14 + 
ſee Few or none of them walking in the Streets, 
Ido not hear the Gingling of their Coaches, I fee 
a vaſt many Houſes empty, and Shops ſhut up, 
and all my old Acquaintances gone; Lord, what 
can be the Reaſon of all this. 
B. The Reafan ! That's no Myſtery, chis place 
is deſerted by a Third of it's Inhabitants ſince the 
Union, There being no Occaſion tor the Nobility 
and Gentry to reſort hither now, that our Parlia- 
ment and Seat of Government are removed to 
London, and the Commovality and Tradesmen 
baving no Employment ar Means. of s ence, 
have been e to ſeek their Bread in Foreign 
-Countrys, and of this, People of all Ranks are fo 
ſenſible, that it's no Wonder they look out of Hu- 
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our. | 
. G. What the Sorrow do you mean, This can- 
i not proceed: from the Union; all the World be- 
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lioves it's Heaven upon Earth to Sratlend., © 

BI They may believe as they will; but every 

Scots Man feels the Contrary, and I'll venture to 

ſay, that in a very few Years not only this Cit 
2 but every Part of Scosland will be entirely ruined. 
6. Good God whatStuffde I Hear, are not Scots 
[ '. - Men cntituledtoall the Priviledges, that happy 
1 England enjoys, with Relation to Liberty Pro- 
perty and Trade, and will you tell me, ihe Union 

--  - can occaſian your Rune 5 
J. Yes, I ſay ſo, and if you will take a Turn 
with me tothe Caſtle · Hill, Fil bring you to be of 
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. wich, Reſpolh to 
. A to the ha ange, with Re to 
Liberty, I know fior wherein it conſiſts ** 
indeed at Liberty to do what we pleaſe, for the 
States Men at Eden gantwt ſpare . and 
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, Thonght fo FR UE and ll our Govern? 
9 ment 1 uſt ice ot D Courts, and ag 
the 


Engl INE, 0 Fer Parliament, 
1 Geil 15 no ury ; Hence it is, thatThieves, 
Vagab on wh iplys,and- Io dy Beggars haraſs the 
1 Wo 777000 hon no Man is ſafe in 
his own Houle, 28 for out Properties by the hea- 
vy Taxes impoſed upon us, they are reduced to 
near a half to what they were, Impoſitions on 
Trade are ſo hieb, we a0 An. exceſſive Price fot 
that which comes fro orcignCountries; and the 
Product of qur own Sui cannot be ſold, and 
is become a very ie. And thus the Farmers are 
|  roined,; not being able to 4 th their Rents, and 
their Maſters.canngt 1 ubſiſt. In the next 
Place, our la of mes 9 En are all ſub- 
Jed to ſuch Alt; ien as the Parliament of great 
Britainſhall a tz And the ſame Parliament does 
determine ou rCiriRight Cauſes, when appealed 
unto, from Ar pane P xts, and how che People of 
England can underſtand, our Laws 8c Conſtitution, 
dit is not 70 ts imagine, and as little what may be 
thelſſue g f their Regulations in Proceſs of Time, if it 
* 2 iel that our, Seſſion ſhould be ſunk, 
190g we pb Pie T. in 0 the Courts of Londen, 
e WL op ine 17 ib d it; Then as tor our 
ra 12 *] het Fore hs Udon a little certain 
*Benek cial ſes hit S we have little or no- 
ch at all. Far the Union we are ſubjected to 
ne e ons, degulations and Imp 112 | 
ease La ns, and and theſe are and ever wil 


er ined, , with Rei ſpect to the a | 
Ms 90 5 1 7 Ab 55 3, ndConyeni ncy of. England 
which 3 From chaſe Scotland. they 
| 1 oi 1 5 2s or ADP, we cannpt ex 
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A great many Branches of Trade, ſuch asTimber) : ” 
5k Tar, Flax, Hemp-ſeed Se. ſome whereof 
England hath not ſo muchOccaſion for, as we have 
or are provided in them at Home, theſe I ſay are 


burdened with ſuch heavyImpoſitions,that we can- 
not import them to Advantage, and fo the Com- 
modities we ſend abroad in Exchange for them 


have no Vent, and yield no Money; and we. pay 
double Price for what we want, and without 


which we cannot ſubſiſt. Is not this a Way to 
Thrive ? But furder by the Repair of our great 
Men to Court and Parliament, and of. others to 

ſolicit Favours at London, our Country is drain'd 

olf Money; beſides the Money which theſe People 


ſpend there, our Trades. men having no Em ploy: 


ment here, muſt ſtarve or ſeek their Livelyhood 
elſewhere, which willin a ſhort Time diſable 
this Country, and if the Riches and Strength of a 


Country doth conſiſt in the Number of it's Inhabi- 


tants whatſhallbecome of us? l am afraid tht old Pro- 


phecy will be fulfilled, Thar Four and Iwenty Women 
will be plade to follow one CripleCobler. Laſtly there are 


vaſt Sums of ready Money returned every Year in. 
Specie from the Exciſe,and Cuſtome-Houſe Offices 


to London, and I know no Way of * 


into Scotland for the Goods, Cattle, &c which we 


carry into England, will come very far ſhort of the 


many Goods, ſuch as Horſes, Coaches, Apparel, 


Houſhold Furniture &c. brought from thence. 


Now Sir, from theſe and a great many more fatal 
Truths, of the like Nature, I do fubſume that 
our Liberty conſiſts chiefly in having no Govern- 
ment at all, at leaſt that they are upon no better 
Footing than before the Union, That our Proper- 

ties and Eſtates ate divided almoſt into Nothing; 
and our Civil Rights upon a very precarious Eſta- 


bliſhmear, that We haye not A Fund or Stock of ; 


Money 
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Money, (the Equivalent being ſeveral Years agoe 
more than repayed to England) where with all to 
carry on Trade, and ſuppoſe we had, we are re- 

. ) ſtrained byProhibitions and Impolitions and want 
of Conſumption forour Native Produce and Fo- 
reign Import. 5 | 

G. I muſt confeſs there's ſome Weight in what 
you ſay, and it is not what [ expected, but it is your 
own Faults why did you not provide Remedies 
in Time. n 
B. Some we could not Remedy, for there could 
not be an Union without a Communication of 

Trade thro? out the Iſland, and this was the Bait 
wherewith all to catch us, for by it we were to 

grow very ſoon Rich, and yet it will prove our 

uine, as it has opened a Door for importing the 
Manufactures of England, and oblidged us to be ly- 
able to the ſame Rules, and Burdens on Trade, 
and beavy Taxes impoſed upon every Thing that's 
neceſſary for Humane Life; we could not prevent 
our People's Living in England, which diſcourages 
our Trades Men, and drains the Country of Men 
and Money. There are other Things we mighr 
have prevented, but our great Men were ſo fond of 
and in ſuch a Haſte to approve the Articles of the 

Union, that they rejected ſuch Amendments as 
were prop:ſed in Parliament, leaſt as they ſaid the 

Exgliſb Parliament ſhould not agree to them, and 

| we loſe the happy Opportunity of being united 
with England, Of which I ſhall give you two 
Inſtances, The Members of Parliament that were 
againſt the Union urged that Scotland ſhould be for 
ever free of the Salt and Malt Tax, but the Uni- 
oners would not hear of it; but after a greatStrugle 
were forced to conſent. that the Salt Tax ſhould 
not take Place for the Firſt Seven Years, and that 
the Malt Tax ſhould not be impoſed while the 
„ A 2 War 
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War laſted, and ſo we have got the Malt Tax this 4 
Year, and will be ſure of that ofthe Salt next Lear; 
and when theſe two go Hand in Hand together, 
Few and evil will be our Days, but ſuppoſing we 
had raken all the-Care in the World, and the Ar- 
ticles had been perfectly right framed, are not 
they ſubje& to the Future Alterations of the Par- 
liament of Great Britain, where the Scots have but Þ 
a ſmall and PitifullRepreſentation,being but 45 to 

513 Engliſh Members in the Houfe of Commons, 
and the ſame Inequality. in the Houſe of Lords, | 
And if theſe Articles ſhould happen to be violat- | 
ed, who was Umpire of the Treaty, to whom can 
we complain, when we are wronged, and how can ' | 
we obtain our Redreſs. $ HT l 
6. Nay if you doubt, that England will keep 
Faith with you, I have no more to ſay, but they are 
aGenerous People. - | 
B. That's true, That's their Character all the 
World over, is it not ſo ſay you, that is a Travel- 
er, eſpecially to the Seots whom they doe not de- 
ſpiſe, and with whom they have not a National 
Quarrel; God Forbid [ 9 ſay England hath . | 
broke Terms with us: But l'll mention a Few | 
Particulars, and leave you to Form an Opinion of 
them, and what will follow after.. 2 
By the Articles of th:Union, it is provided that 
the Court of Juſticiary ſhall remain forever, as it 
was then eſtabliſhed with the ſame Powers and 
Priviledges which was reckoned a great Securi ty 
for our Lives and Fortunes; but in leſs than two 
Years after the Union, a Law was made impower- 
ing the Sovereign in Matters of Treaſon to ap- 
point a Commilitan of Oyer and Terminer, that is to 
name ſuch, and ſo many - be thought proper 
(and they may and probably will be Exg/i/þ Men 
as well as Scots Men)to fat and judge with t mo * 
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of the N -ordz ining that all Tryals of 
Treaſon ſhall be for the Future. according to the 
Laws Forms and Puniſhments of England, fo that 
Scots Men know not how they ſtand in fuch a Ma- 
terial Point, excepting that the Scots Laws enacted 
by our own Native Natural Hereditary and Law- 
full Sovereigns, were not ſo ſevere and Sanguina- 
ry as the Engliſh Laws impoſed by the ſeveral Fo- 
reign Princes and Uſurping Powers, wh6 ſubdued 
them; and that we ate deprived of ſeveralDefen- 
ces competent to us by the Scars Law. By the Ar- 
ticles of the Union, the Scors Peers are to be re- 
preſented by Sixteen of their Number choſen by 
themſelves for that Purpoſe ;- but who could ima- 
4 gine, that it could be inferred from thence, that no 
Scots Peer could be made a Peer of Great Britain; 
And yet when the Duke of Hamilton was created 
Duke of Brandon in England, they refuſed to allow 
him to ſir as Such in the Houſe .of Lords: How 
far that Favour conferred on Him by the Queen, 
contributed to his Barbarous Murder, I do not 
| pretend.to determine; but it is certain that if his 
'  Footman had been raiſed to the ſame Dignity, 
there had been no Room for objecting againſt his 
Promotion, provided that he had alſo accepted of 
an Engliſh Title, for you muſt know that tho? all 
Scots 3 ancient Peers only excepted) are 
allowed to be capable of being Nobilitated, or 
called to the Houſe of Peers; yet it is unaccounta- 
bly pretended that by the Articles of the Union, 
they muſt aſſume an Engliſh and not a Scott Title, 
notwithſtanding that Scotland is as much a Part of 
Great Britain as England, and no Diſtinction in 
the Impoſition of Taxes and other Burdens: By 
the Articles of the Union, Scot/and is exempted 
from the Malt: Tax whilſt the War ſubſiſted, which 
Was the War with France and Spain; but * 


- . 
. / - 
© By * - De 
— » - * - 123 — * 2 15 

- - — 2 : _ o . 
i tant? R — 7 OILY 

_ = ” 9 = = - 4 o a U C . TE 2 E n Fg 

_— a | - _ ® FR - - = = — = \ P = „ _ Ly = = _- b 

ERC 6. eG e tri. a= = =_ by l "4 1 


4 | RW 


— 


Seſſion of Parliament impoſed that Tax in Scos- 


land, tho? it was urged, that the Money to be raiſed 
out of it was for Paying of the Army for the laſt. 


Year's Service, whilſt the War with both France 
and Spain continued, and that at that very Mo- 
ment, Nay for ſeveral Moneths after the Treaty 
of Peace, neither was nor would be concluded 
with Spain, and conſequently the War was not end- 
ed. Again it is provided by the Articles. of the 
Union, that Regard ſhould be had in impoſing of 
Taxes to the Abilities of the ſeveral Countries, and 
tho? it is certain that the Scots Malt is not near ſa 
good in Quality or Value as the Engl;/b Malt, yet 
as great an Impoſition was laid upon it, Now Sir 
what do you chink of theſe Inſtances ? 5 
© G. I'll be as cautious as you are and not give my 
Opinion, whither theſe Points will inferr aBreach 
of Faith on England's Part, but I know what J 
think; bur pray you tell me, was not the Affair of 
the Union debated in rhe Scots Parliament, and 
were any of theſe Objections made? , 
B, Yes, over and over again, but no Regard 
was had to any Thing that was urged. | 


G. How came that about? Were the Members 


of Parliament ſo Mad as to give up their Civil 
Rights and Sovereignity at Random? | 
B. 1 wont ſay they were Mad, but that they 
ran Blindfold into the Myre is too true, and I will 
tell you the Reaſons afligned for it, 1mo. It's ſaid, 
Some of the great Men were ſo ſenſible, that they 


had betrayed this Country in the Affair of Darien ; 
and by ſubjecting us to the Management of Eng- 


liſh Councils, that they dreaded a ScorsParliament 
wauld ſometime or other take them to Task: To 
prevent which, they brought about the Union, 
hoping to be protected by an Engliſh Parliament. 
249, Others again got poſitive Promiſes of bade 
| | | = made 
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made Peers of Britain, and having great Penſions | 


_ - beſtowed upon them, Ziio. By the Articles of the 


Union, the Equivalent (that is the Sum paid to 


Scotland. in Conſideration that above 43000 Lib. 


Sterling Yearly of the Maney ariſing from the Scot⸗ 
Cuſtoms and Exciſe was to go towards the Pay- 
ment of the Engliſh Debts contracted before the 
Union) was to be diſtributed amongſt the Propria- 


Arrears of Penſions, or of Pay in the Army were 
due; and this took with ſo many, that without 
Thinking, they leapt at the Bait. 47. A great 
Sum of Maney was remitted from England to a 
certain Weſt- Country Earl in Scotland, and ſome 


pretend to know to whom it was given, and what 
was every Man's Share. Fro. A great many were 
ſo afraid that the Pretender would come in, and be 


King of Scotland, that to get theSucceſlion of Fan- 


nover ſettled, they aggreed to the Union. Gro. The 
22 t was lo corrupted, that the States-Men 


were able to carry any thing they pleafed : For of 
all that voted for, and carried on the Union, there 
were Few or none that did not enjoy ſome : Place 


or Penſion, or had not ſuch certain Promiſes as 


were very ſoon thereafter performed: Of whom I 
could give yon a particular Liſt if needfull ; theſe 
are believed to be the Reaſons why the Union ſuc- 


ceeded fo well in Parliament, and they appear the 


more probable, becauſe there were Few or none 
out of the Parliament, who did not exclaim againſt 
the Union, as deſtructive to the Country, | 
6 But when there was ſuch a ſmall Number in 
the Kingdom for the Union, 1 admire the People 
did not Riſe in Arms and fall upon the Parliament. 

B. That all Future Generations will admire as 
well as you do, but in Truth ſome unaccountable 


unforſeen Accidents did happen, that diverted theſe 
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Meaſures, and had the Parliament met in summer 
and not in Winter, the Honcſt Country People eſ- 
cially in the Weſtern Shires, could not eaſily 
ave been diverted fram tearing the Unioners in 
2 58 ſending the P=———=t a Packing; 
ortheſe true hearted Scots Men were extreamly 
enraged at the Thoughts of the Union, and acted . 
more like true Patriots than all the Nation beſides; 
and indeed our Unioners were truly afraid of aMiſ- 
chief, for they quartered the ſtanding Army in 
and e they had ſtrong Guards at | 
the Neither Bow- Fort, at the Weigh-houſe, and 
in the Parliament-Cloſs ; and the Members | 
' paſſed through a long Lane of Souldiers, as the 
 wentto and from the Parliament-Houſe, which 
look'd not like a free Parliament. 
B. That's true indeed, and [ never heard of the 
ike, but when Oliver Cromwell ſet his Guards on 
the Parliament of England, and the Engliſh while 
laſt in Fcotland made their Souldiers Drag rhe 
Members of the General Aſſembly our of their 
Meetings, but come Old Boy, I hope we'll ſpeed . 
better than you imagine, England will think it | 
their intereſt to ſupport us now that we are a Part 


- of themſelves, ve 
=_ 6. No Doubt of that, This was one of the Ar- 
= onde for the Union, Nay a certain E-—| who | 
* had a great Hand in making of the U——n, but | 
._- died ſuddenly, before it was perfected, uſed to ſay I 
= ( in Anſwer to thoſe whoalledged that our Mo- 
| ney would be all carried into England) that after 
the two Kingdoms were united into one Kingdom, 
it was all one whether the Ready Caſh be in Lond- 
on or Edinburgh ; and if that Maxim ſtand, we 
may expect ſome Good and no otherways: For 
my Part I never like hobling of our Conflitation, 
and I thought our Forefarhers fully as honeſt and 
. | | 95 wine. 
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wife as this Generation; and I never ſaw but like 
the Tinklairs, we made two Holes for one we 
mended ; fo that nothing ſhould have tempted 
me to ſubvert a Governmenment and Sovereigni- 


y, for which our Predeceſſors had o Gallantly 


fought, and which had laſted above 2000 Vears. 


G. You. quite confound me, and I do not 
know what to ſay ; but I would fain ask you a 
Queſtion, how did our Miniſters behave in the 


Matter of the Union, for I fancy it will net prove 


much for their Advantage * e f 
B. Why, as for the Miniſters, they behave as 


they have done in moſt Matters fince. the Revolu- 


tion, moſt ſcandalouſly.  . OS 3, e 
. That's a hard Ward, but I find you are the 
old Man ſtill, = Enemy to the Kirk, g 

B. Lou miſtake me, I am very moderate in 
theſe Matters, Loads hear my Pariſh Mini- 


ſer, but I cannat be reconciled to their Politicks , 


at firſt they opened, and roared againſt the Union, 


ut when an Act paſſed in Parliament, the great 
Men of their Party perſwaded them, That their 
Kirk and Stipends would infallibly be ſecured,and 
prevailed with them to change their Notes; tor all 
of them, except the Reverend and worthy Mr. 
Ballandin, Mr. Wylie, and a very few more of a 
Sudden defiſted from Preaching againſt the Union, 
ſome of them privately uſing their ourmoſtEndea- 
vours to keep the People in Temper ; and others 
ſuch as Mr. Ces and molt of his Brethren in 


and about Edinburgh publickly exhorting all with 


whom they had Intereſt, (which were not a Few) 


to promote the Union, as the beſt Security the 


Presbyterian Government ever had or could have, 
and the Strongeſt Bulwark againſt the Pretender. 

G. Well, what would you have had then done. 

B. That I cannot determine, but I only oblerey, 

| | i that 
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that ſo ſoon as they got their own perſonal 'Con? 
cerns ſecured, they gave up, and did not value 
what became of the Country, had they thought 
their Stipends in as great Danger then as they doe 
now, we ſhould have had Solemn Faſts, Repreſen- 
\ tations, and ſeaſonable Warnings againſt the Uni- 
on, as well as now againſt the Pretender. 1 
G. Do you blame them for theſe Meaſures ? 
B. I do not ſay ſo, but I blame them for pretend- 
ing a Zeal for the Country, on no other View, but 
to ſerve and ſecure their own private Intereſts, and 
neglecting the Country when it ſtood moſt in 
need of their Aſſiſtance; now there is nothing in 
their Mouths, but ſound the Trumpet, To your 
Tents O Iſrael,which is in plain Scots, To your Arms 
To your Arms, Te Men, Wifes and Bairns : But after 
they got their Act of Security for their Stipends, 
they were the Miniſters of Peace in a LiteralSenſe, 
and when upbraided with it at the Time, they an- 
ſwered, that it was not fit for Church Men to 
 medle in State Affairs, and indeed ſome People did 
ſay, that ſome of them were very well rewarded 
for advancing that Doctrine; but the Caſe is al- 
tered ; in their publick Sermons, and private Ex- 
hortations, they rail at the Government, and give 
the People a bad Impreſſion of the Queen, & Minſſtry 
but what is moſt unaccountable of all, tho'to pleaſe 
their Hearcrs they now and then exclaim againft 
the Union, and do aſſert, that the Parliament of 
England has acted contrary to their Act of Securi- 
ty; yet in the electing of Members of Parlia- 
ment, they have unanimouſly aſſiſted thoſe, who 
were the chief Inſtruments in promoting the Uni- 
on, and by all their publick acting would ſeem to 
be againſt diſſolving thereof, witneſs their Seaſon- 
able Warning, and my own Ears, which overheard 
no leſs than Six of them lately aſſert in the tow 
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Coffee · houſe at Edinburgh to a Gentleman, who 1 
believe will verify this Account if required, That 
the Union was not fo ill a Thing as called, but that the 7 
Jacobits miſrepreſented it to the People, to ſerve the | 
Ends of thePretender : I cannot imagine what makes 
them more afraid of the Pretender, than other 
People, I fee no Body out them and their Fools 
locking gaſtly, yet others have as much to looſe 
as they have; I fancy their guilty Conſciences 3 
tell them, that the Pretender or ſome other Perſon 8 
is ordain'd by Providence, as a Scourge to puniſn 
| them, for joining with and ſupporting theCourtiers 
all King William's Time, whilſt they were deſtroy- | 
ing our Colony at Darien, and ſubjecting the Couns 
try to Engliſh Influence, and for being at let 
paſſive and guilty of Sinful Silence, when the Un- 
ion was carry iug on. 


G. You are a foul Mouth'd Fellow, why do 

you always aſcribe thoſe Steps to the Love of 
their Stipends ! \ 
B. Becauſe they will bear no other Interpreta- 
tion, do but conſider, how they behaved in King . 
James's Reign, when that King granted an Indul- - 

F 8 to the Papiſts, and Presbyterians, not out of ö 

| Kindneſs to the latter, but with a Deſign to intro- £4 


duce Popery into the Land; all true Proteſtants 
regrated it, but our Miniſters made a very Loyal 
Flattering fulſom Addreſs thanking the King for 
it: Indeed not long after, they chang'd their 
Tune, but by this Time they ſaw King Miliam 


| was like to ſucceed; Now if they did this for an 
Indulgence, what would they not have done for 
King James, had he placed them in Kirks, and al- 1! 
| lowed them Stipends. Then obſerve their Beha- »f 
viour when the Abjuration was put to them, they * 
roared againſt it, but when they ſaw it was in 
Earneſt, and that they muſt either take it or * 
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e . They Swore like Dragaons. 1 con- 

feſs they did not all comply, but that makes it the 
more ſtrange, for it would appear there was ſome- 
thing in that Oath contradictory to their own 
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ould not by refuſing it have run the 5 

: Ene the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry; and being 
expoſed to theſe ſevere Penalties contain'd in the 
Act, and then thgſe that did take the Oath, 
did ; it In ſuch a falſe Hypocritical Way, for 
they pretended to make an Explanation but they 
whiſpered this Explanation over in a Corner, and 
not in the Face of the Court, being afraid to make 
it publickly, leaſt it had been reckoned as a Deed 
inconſiſtent with the Nature of the Act, and by 
Conſequente rendered them ohnoxious to the Pe- 
Halties eontain'd in it; Now, if the Oath was taw- 
Full, what Uſe was there for an Explanation, and 
if. it Was unlawfull, the Explanation was contriv- 
ae to buble and deceive the People, who they 
© know were averſe to it: For they could not be 
io ignorant, as not know, that Proteſtant Divines 
hall Perſwaſions agree, that Oaths are taken on- 
.ly.in the Senſe of the Law;giver, and according 
to the expreſs Words and genuine Meaning there- 
of; and that no Explanation by the Party Swear- 
ing is relevant in the Sight of God; — otherwiſe 
Ve ſhould ſoon fall into that deteſtable and damn. 
Able Popiſh Doctrine of Mental Reſervation and 
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Jusling witb God and Man: For if one may 
wear, and be allowed to make a private Ex plana- 
tion, a Man. may renounce his Baptiſm, and ſwear 


. Kijanity, he may bear falſe Witneſs againſt his 
| Neigh⸗ 


former Principles, otherwiſe ſo great a Number 
ol Learned and Eminent Members of thip Church 


. Equivecation, which qyens a Door to. Perjury and 


to be a, Mahemetan, provided he; privately mean 
hat it. is only. in ſo far as is inconſiſtent with Chri- 
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Neighbour. provided he mean, that it is in fo far as 
is inconſiſtent with the Ninth Commandment. 
In ſhort ar this Rate we may Jugle with God 
and deceive Man, and yet have very goed 
Conſciences. _ I have ſpent roo much of 
your Time on this Subject, and I will add no 
more, but that I think in the Matter of the 
Union, and now again at this Juncture, the Mi 
Ars have nothing in their View, but their Stipends, 
and provided theſe be ſecured, they care not a 
Farthing what becomes of the Country. 

6. Well, theſe are ftrange Things which you 
have told me, and this Country ſeems to be in a 
very Diſmal Condition, but can you tell me how + 
to bring Matters Right about again. 

B. That's a Tale of two Drinks, and I know 
but one Way, but we'll defer entring on that Sub- 
ject till you have more Time, ſo we'll return to 
the Croſs, and ſee if we can meet and drink a 
Chopine of Two penny with ſome of your Come- 

rads, that's the only Liquor our Purſes will afford 
ſince the Union, and the Malt Tax is like to bring 
us to Water. | 


